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STATE TAX SYSTEM
SHOULD BE REVISED

So Recommends Special In-
vestigating Committee

ALL PROPERTY
BE REVALUED

Report Made to Governor Cooper
Recommends Radical Changes In
State Taxlng System. Would Add
Much I'axable Properly to the Books
.and Reduce Levy.

Columblia, Nov. 27.—Carrying rec-
ommendations that the entire tax sys-
tem of the state be revised; that all
broperty be revalued in an effort to
justly place the burden of taxes; that
the state take control of all assessing
prervogatives; that an inhkeritance and
income tax could be established; that
a general revision of the administra-
tive scheme of the state at present
should be made and hundreds of oth-
'er recommendations are contalned in
the report of the joint legislative com-
mittee to the governor and made pub-
lie here today,

The commiltee completed its ‘Wwork
some thine ago, but the report was
not finished and given out until today.
The 1920 General Assembly wppointed
the committee to study the tax situa-
tion of South Carolina thoroughly and
the report is very exhaustive, taking
up every phase of the government,
Senator J. H, Marion, of Chester, is
chairman of the committee, and he Wils
assisted by the following membory:
Senator  Christensen, of Beaufort;
Senator Laney of Chesterfield; Hepre-
sentative Derry, of Oranzelnrg; Lide,
of Marvion; ;\Lliin:mn‘ of Spartanburg,
and Buckingham, of Alken,

The committoe finds “that existing
high rates of Property taxation can
not be justly atteibuted to extravaizant
approprictions, or i Inefficient ox-
nenditures of the publie fund ™

The report makas o complete suryey
of the sitnation (hat faees sSouth Caroe-
lina today and takes up in detall sug-

poested  romcdies, Only  the “high
Spits' can be tonched in g IOW ooy
story,
Makine Tax Returny
The committee admity that so far

s the law is coneerned alont makingg
the return as 1o taxes, that the charge
OofF “"owtlawry' i3 substantinted, and
the law s really a dead jettoer, That
all real and personal property as wel)
as intangible nDroperty is put on the
bhooks year aftep yoear, zrossly undey-
valuated, and that muen property is

nol even put on the books, iy another |

conclusion of the committeo, The law
requires “a uniform and cqual rate of
assessment and  taxation,” but that
this law s violated is a “notorlous
fact, admitted by all,” the committee
BayH, “That a vast amount ot the
taxable property of the state iy ngt
upon the tax books at all is not only
well known, but jg acquiesced in and
openly justified hy the majority of ouy
citlzens.  The operation of
system is something ljke the
of a moonshine still or ¢
the committee says,

the tax
operating
racking safes,

Unequal taxation 'of the farmer who
owns real property and can not hide
it, 1s eharged, g5 contragted with the
business man who hag Intangible prop-
erty, The property of all kinds in the
state is grossly undervaluea ang un-
derasgessed, is also a plain faet, that
should bhe remedied, the roporg s
Gross Underyalungion,
lo  gross undervaluation of
property, real  personal and intangi-
ble, the committee finds that to rajge
the small revenue (o run the state
government that it requires six and
two-thirds of the value of the property
a year which would mean practical
confiscation, If the true values had
been given, which tho law says must
be the case. Inequality of paying
taxes is stressed by tha report, it
showing that for examy's in Abbeville
connty in 1919 three ®old or silver
watches were roturned at a value of
866 while {n Laurens county 204
watches were returned at a value of
$3,665, 1In Clarendon county in 1919
3,171 doga at a value of $31,170 were
returned, while Ip Cherokes county
only 16 dogs were feturned at a value
of $225,

“There is anothor feature of the in-

ays,

Due

YOUTHFUL ARTIST
CLAIMED BY DEATH

Augustus  Morton, Young. Man of
Th'l‘{ell\'lllo, Found Dend In Bed at
Clinton.

Augustus Morton, son of Mz, W. C.
Morton of Perry avenue, Greenvillg,
wiid a young artist in his early twen-
tles, was found dead In bed Monday
morning in Clinton.

Mr. Morton had bheen engaged as an
artist for the advertising agency of
Jacobs & ‘Company in Clinton for
about three months, having lived in
Greenville previous to that time, As
far as could bhe learned, the young
man was missed from his oflice Mon-
day morning, and about 10 o'clock,
one of his friends went to his room,
thinking possibly that he was il
there and found him dead in hig bed.

Coroner Owings went to Clinton
Monday and held an inquest over the
body, Letters which the young man
left behind gave conclusive proof of
suicide and jury returned; a verdiet
accordingly.

Mr, Morton's family has been in
Greenville for about ecight years. In
addition to his mother, he is survived
by three brothers, Thomas and James
ton, of Texas. The young man had
been in Greenville visiting his mother
about a woeek ago and wasg apparently
in good health at that time.
A4 member of St Paul
chureh there,

e was
Methodist

NEW OFFICERS FOR
COTTON ASSOCIATION

Mr. W. I, Byrd Eleeted Presldent of
Local Branch  of  Ameriean Cotton
Associntlon,

At the annual meeting of the local
braneh of the American Cotton Asso-
ciatlon, held in the court house Iriday
MroW. D, Byrd was elected president
Lo suececd Mr, O, A, Power, who has
served for two years and asked to be
relieved, Mpe. A, 1. Moore was elected
vice president and Mr, O. T.. Lons soc-
retary and treasurer,
cloested wopp

Other oflicers
as lollows:

tee: 13, I Copaland,
Crowlord,

Renno; g,
Mountville: L A, Admns,
Cross LD AL Dind Gray, Laure n&s W,
Wo Yeargin, Gray Court,

Stale Directors of American
lxports and Imports Comporation: wv.

toy

oard

Clinton; €, B, Owings, Owings,

cauality resulting trom this haphazard

orty that should he brousht howme (o
the peoole of the state,

follow, the small imaperty owner, the

POOT man, who s carrying the heavier
;rn-‘l of the 1oz, The small property
Tholder s paying more in proportion
Lto valne than the report
| says and a investigation was
:mmlu in several counties to make supre
fof  this statement, The
findg this to be the case,

Operation Is Fallure

Or the total tuxable property in
1020 county real estate alone furnigh-
ed 260,000,000 of the total of $102,-
860,947, Rallrvoad conmpanies, ln:mkﬁI
ote., furnished $120,000,000, Conelud-
Ing its study on the general property
tax and the

the large,
close

committee

tax scheme the report
finds: that the practical operation of
the tax system g a failure; it hag
Ipromoted and developed an outlaw sys-
tem of levying and collecting the pub-
He revenue, whielh places the taxpay-
er in the position of elre imventing the
law and is subscrsive of habits of good
citizenship and of the publie morals;
it has been productive of Eross In-
cquality and consistent injustice in the
incidence of the tax burdens upon the
citizens of the state; It has led to the

rateg that tend to discourage the OWIL-

Of new capital in the state; as It Ia
naw administered it hag reached the
breaking point ag a producer of nec-
essary revenues for the state and its
Eovernmental gub-divigsions,
Iteclassificatlon Act.

As a remedy for the present bungle-
fome gystem the committee recom-
mends a reclassification act Dby the
general assembly; g revaluation
A reassesament act by thig body;
then ostablishiment of tax maps to ac-
curately show where all property is
located apd the prlce it s listed at,

and

Members County Mxeentive Commit- |

Do Byrd Lanvens; Hayne 13, Worltmun, | Hoetsn

wethod of Hsting and assesaing prop- |

It s the little!

I. Austin, J, 11, g b
Imposition of exorbitantly high tnx' 1 asdon (ARl Q.

crship of property and the fnvestment |

RICHEY RESIG

At the meeting of City Council held
Monday night Mayor W. R. Richey
handed in his resignation Ilo take ef-
feet January 1st and the Christmas
scason will thereby find the cily in the
throes of another election, Mayor
Richey has accepted a commission as
captain in the regular army and will
report for duty In a few weeks,

Speculation was rife yesterday as
to probable candidates to succeeq
Mayor Richey, MLate yetersday even-
ing the announcements Legan to come
in and by the time this paper had
sone to press last night three names
were in. Friends of Mr, W, (i, Lan-

caster, assistant cashier of the Bn-
terprise  National Dank, announced
him both in the regular announce-

ment column and also ordered a dis-
play apace, Dy, W, . Dial phoned in
his announcement shortly afterwards
and later on My, Phil D. Huff came up
to place his name In the pol, Other
ccltizens, inelnding former Mayor C,
M., ‘Babb, Mr, John A, IMranks, My, R,

NS AS MAYOR;
THREE CANDIDATES ANNOUNCED

W. R. Richey, Jr., Resigns as Mayor to Iinter the Army
and Candidates Offer to Succeed Him.

R. Nickels, and ®™Mr, Joe F. Smith,
have been mentioned as possible con-
tenders in the mayoralty handicap.
The election date was not definitely
settled yesterday but will bhe some
time around Christmag to comply with
the law. Mayor Pro-Tem Albert Dial
will have the reing of the eity in
charge unti Mayor Richey's successor
is named and inducted into oflice.
Mayor Richey was elected to office
last spring over Mr. €. M, Babl by a
margin of about thirty votes, IHe is a
World War veteran, having served on
the western front as captain in the
371st  Infantry, WUpon hls return
home he was eommissioned a major in
the reserve corps and hag always Lak-
en interest in military affalrs, for a
number of years being the captain of
the Traynham Guards. TIle stood Lhe
examination for his commission sev-
eral weeks ago without letting it be
publiely known and the announcement
of hig decision to re-enter the army
came as a surprise to his many friends,

DI LODGE T0 SPEAK NER

L

Will Address County Teachers at Thelr
Meeting Saturday Morning

Dr. Lee Davis Lodge, president of
Limestofe College, will address the
teachers at theip monthly meeling in
(the  court honsge Sulurday morning,
!ih cember the fthe Dr. Lodge is one
:uf the leading educators in the state
i:mcl his address will be of interest not
ponly to the teachers but to the publie
1

rat larpe.

Lo owill moot

The diferint donas :
4 1 selidind

P ontaiael, T they-

parinvene cxill be on ©the direction
O SE Pearl Wost of Cross LOIL Tho
[(Bhana g Joriiiaaren e’ to havoe g
faemsnrtisition of th i of nn
15 Woeon ! ilt 1
Frose (b muplln gl thie high
theol,
e Inln I peimors o
Hiend ! Wi the divectiog
Citevison and ' Mrs, 13 L
Tongs, roapeet e he formey will
| | beostgect of Avithunetie, anl
latbop avill ! P the fmpot tance
of Readinge,
boaATter the aneoeling ior (s (lapirts
prmeats the addvess will be: ziven nt
PR oeloch i the conr honse,
| e
! Willinm Culvin Bryson,

| Cross Hill, Nov, 26— After an illnesy
of several weeks, Wilinm Calvin 13iy-
fan died  Mondaoy
lo'clock at his

maorning 1
home in Cross Tl
‘where e hadd lived about a year, hav-

hou

iing moved here from his county home
nese Mountville,

My, Rryson wits April 12,
1847, He served in the Confederate
War and in every respect was o
thy and honorable eitizen,

born

W=

jwho was before marrviage Miss Jone

=

i3 E.
ters, Mrs, J. 19, Wasson of Charleston ;
Mrs, 1. A. Cook, of Siler GClty, N, ¢,
and Mrs, B, I, Workman of Chestoer;
Illll‘t.‘l‘. sons, 1, 0, Iryvson of Charles-
ton; (., M, Bryson, of Cross Hill, a
brother, J. M, l]il’)".‘iﬂl],
of other relatives survive (o mourn
his death, Mr, Bryson was a member
of the Presbyterian chistrel,

A large number of SOrrow
Bathered to pay theiy last respects as
the body was laid to rest in I
Springs cemetery,
rades In armg aete

and a number

dherty

Five or hig com-
d as honorarvy pall-
bearers: W, 1, Puller, J, 8, Pinson, W,
M,
Hanna,

Preaching Migslon Next Week

Rev, J, M, Stoney of Clemson will
conduct g preaching migsion at b
phany  Episcopal church, beginning
Monday night, Dee,  6th, continuing
¢ach night during the week  including
Sunday, the 12th, Service beging at
7:30 p, m, A cordlal Invitation to at-

tend ig extended to every one by the
pastor and congregation,

Ihl-

At Wadsworth Hchool,

There will he a musle recital at the
Wadsworth achool  Friday cvenlng,
Dee, 2, beginning at  7:90 o'cloek,

(Continued on 1Pape 1.)

Itis wife, !

nin Pleming of Lanford; three dilllj-'.h-l

ing friends

'('I)JIJI.\.\’IFICI{Y ELECTS OFFICERS

R. R, Nickels Elected Eminent Com-
maumder,  Olicers to he
Monday Night.

At the Apnual Conelave of Laurens
(](‘lllllll:llllll‘k' No, 13 held Monday
evening Nov, 2nd, the following ofli-
cerswere eleeted: I, I, Nickels, 1, C.:
| M, L. Smith, den'l; S, 11 Templeman,

Cap't Gen.; 1. G, Balle, Treasurer; R, !

|li. Roper, Recorder; ©. . Stuires,
| Prelate; R, A, Dabb, S. Wk 1ol
!i!illk::d:l[i'. Jo W €O AL Power, St 1
S D Rty il O

sSexton, Sy, Monron,

Installed |

cWarden: G, [tis, Thivd Guard: W, |

| it

won, Second  Guard: 1L D,

Hufpe IMst Goard; 17013 Medloek, |
sSofsine!.

'he above ofliepps will be dinstalled

tonday  evening  Decombier 1ath, at

Tian o'cloek,

Jolin O, Witlinms

John G Willinms, ex-Confi doral
soltdier and one of the ¢ ounty’s exem- |
plury citizens, dicd wddenly Werdnes- |
diy morning at his home s5even miles

s0nth
huvial

o Laurens. The
were held
Mouvnt Pleasant chureh,

Waodnesday

funeral
Friday ai

el
anrvice

morning
|Was apparently in

Mr, Williams

his  usual good

health and he was alone during the |

morning,

Mrs. Martha Elmore,  came to

the |

TOWN OF OWINGS
YISITED BY FIRE

Bank of Owings and Two Store Build-
ings Consumed hy Fire Friday Night
Pire, originating in the upper por-

tion of Bryson and Hunt's store at Ow-

ings Station late Friday night destroy-
ed the stock and stove of thai nrm, the
stoek and store of W. J. Hill & Com-

napy and the bhanking house of the
(Dank of Nwingsa,

Bryson & Tunt
had o stock of between $12,000 and
315,000 and carvied insurance to the
amount of 34,500, W, J. Hill & Com-
pany had 2 stoek of about $6,000 and
carried insurance to the amount of
$1,500, The insurance carrled by the
bank could not he ascertalned yester-
day, but it was not thought to ap-
proach the value of the building, The
three bhuildings adjoined cach other
and were of brick construction, being
variously estimated in value at be-
tween 38,000 and %15,000. The papers
of the bank were saved, but the books
and accounts of Bryson & Hunt were
lost, the excessive heat melting the
metal cabinet holding them,

TEACHERS HEAR
GOOD ADDRESSES

Children’s Chorus Scores Artistic Trl-
umph.  Schools Need Funds,
Spartanburg, Nov., 20 —Tonight's
session of the 47th annual meeting of
the South Carolina ‘'eachers’ Associn-
tlon resolved itself into an undqualified
artistic trivmph  for the ohildren's
chiorus of the public schools of this
cily. To the amazement and delight
of an audience that packed the audito-
rium of Converse college, the young-
sters rendered selection
tion in o manner that
longed applause from

after selee-
elicited pro-
an  astounded
and enrapiared concourse of teachers
and loeal eitizens, The program of
the evening tevminated with the ren-
dition of “The Sty spangled Dannper,”

BANKERS ENDORSE

EDGE BANK

Bankers Subscribe
for Stock

FARMERS URGED
TO REDUCE

State Bankers, Mecling in Oolun sl
Subseribes  Nearly Full Quotn to
Federal International Banking Com-
pany to Finance Sale of Farm Pro-
duets,

The State, 26th,

Unanimons indorsement of ihe Ifed-
eral International Banking Company,
the subscription of approximately
$300,000 of its stock, the recommenda-
tion of a 50 per cent reduction in the
cotion acreage to be made effective by
discouraging loans except to farmers
who follow this suggestion, and the
pledge of support to the state cham-
ber of commerce's movement to ob-
tain a branch of the Richmond federal
reserve bank for some South Carolina
city were the more important acts of
the 200 rapresentative South Carolina
bankers meeting in special session In
Columbia yesterday,

State

The resolutions indorsing the Fed-
eral International Banking Company,
hresented by B. C. Matthews of New-
berry and adopted by the association,
recommend that all the banks of South
Carolina, both national and state, sub-
seribe for their full quota of stoek in
the corporation, 2 Per cent, of thejp
capital and surplus, and where 1os-
sihle & per ecent of the capital and sur-
plus. It was also suggested Lhat all
other corporations, business and indi-
viduals who are interested in the ;0=
dnetion and handling of bhoth raw ma-

; ok : 5 ; terials and  manufactnred products,
i which the audicnce joinod with the
it pen and also all persons engaged in the
h en, Y
J e s I export business, be invited to  sub-
L R i fon, stale superin- | eribe 1 SIS T
; 4 seribe tor stock in the comin iy,
lendent of  edu ttion, delivered his i LU
second adidress of the convention, out- Approximately $200,000 in stock in
AL > | i y i nny a4 subseribo ¢ the
Hning  the  finanelal  needs  of Ilihillu COMpPAny wis 11.|-111_IH(I.I;} the
“ehiools of the state. He urged the | POKCES present, a number of whom,
(teachers of the state (o co-operate jn | "MANe o subseribe yesterdoy, are
the elfort Lo sccure the fands abhao- | YCRERINGE (o their bodrds ol direetors
intely essentinl to the aphullding of PO anthorily to subseribe thelr quota,
lie school aystom of the state |‘: Hth varoling banks will have litile
AiMer o 10l s '
D W b Mann, superintendent of | liiculty in e -l.-h”].‘ thei fl‘.'.‘hl of
the ity sehools of Greenville spoke [ HHITORRRALCIY O $500,000, qecording to
’ ) b e b T P e Bty i
of the work of the sehool supervisor, |7+ 10 Mittthews, state Eimaman,
Al disenssed the superyvisors reli- The resolution recommended a ro-
CHonship to the teacher and to the pu- | duetion o the coltlon acreage, intro-
| ils. Just as a pooy teacher retards the | duced by D, AL Urosson of Leesville,
propress ol the bright pupil so the | Bhites thiat “it is  the  sense  of the
[ Poar supervisor affeets the teachers | South Caroling Bankers' aclation
who labor under him, The duty of the | it the farmiers of the stat should

AL 1T o'¢lock his daughter, |

house and found hey father cold in !

(death on the front porch, his newspa-
rer and oye glass

at hig side,
Lor nisg children

stded

with Mr, Wil-

Two | the pulse of

“liams, Mrs, imore and Ifrank 1., Wil- |

[Mams, Two other children,

Mrs, W B, | ity

[ Mundy and Wade 11, Willinms, live in |

[the same community, 11js wile, wlm|h-

'r\m:-; a Miss Moore of the county,
Cigood many venrs aon.

[ Mr. Williumg served durving the wap
(in Company . Twenty-
Carolina battalion,
! old and was a member of Mount Pleas-
ant Baptist churely, of which he had
been o deacon in this chureh for many
yoars,

seventh Soulh

Charged With Posting Gins,

Roy Saxon, a young white man from
the upper part of the county, was ar-
lrested by Shorift  Reijd and
Sheriff Owings last week on o warrant
swWorn out hy 8, M1, Lowe, depuly state
lire commigsioner, on the charge of
posting ging several weelks agzo when
this method of reducing the sinning
figures waus  resortod t in yariouy
rarts of the country, Baxon is charg-
ed with posting the Brooks and Good-
glon ging, He was later released on
a peace bond,

Cotton Ginnings Heavy

The censing bureau has announced
47,071 bales of cotton ginned in this
county up to November 14th, as com-
pared to 40,815 bales Einned to the
sume date last year when over 50,000
bales was ginned In the entire sea-
son.  Unless later ginnings show a
declded falling off from lagt year, it is
likely that this wvenr's

figurea  will

The publie js invited,

reach the 60,000 mark,

dici Ling manner with the

e was 76 yeurs

supervisor,
Lo assist the teachers,
Jresress ol both teaehers and pupils
and to keep g svmpathetie
all

finger upon
connected  with the
sehnols,

Miss Les

ssle Tiller of the Columbia
schools disenssed (he hosition of
stperivisor and wrged that the
achers co-operate in an understand-
supervisors,

b 80 Mawking of the federal voea-
tional board  delivored an  cloquent

plea fop more thorough supervision in
the

the

riral schools, declaring that the

| back to the farm movement ean nevep

Deputy }

main dts desived momentum unless the

rural schools are improved, The neo-
e who arve wanted most in the rural
districis are people who  appreciate
the need of good schools,  and only

through proper supervision ean this
jobjeet Lo attabned, ho agserted.
Court Next Week
The speeinl term of the court of

common pleas for this county recent.
Iy ordered by the governor, will con-
vene Monday morning,

Judge Krnest
Moore, or

Lancaster, wi|l nreside,
The court calendary iy a fairly heavy
one and it s Hkaly (hat the
last throughout the woeek,

ey will

Cotton Stronger Yesterday,

The cotton market showed decided
Strength yesterday following sltronger
cables from Liverpool which was sald
to be more active than in many weeks,
Fatures advanced around 75 points
from the law level of the day before.

Meetlog of U, D, ¢,
The J, B. Kershaw chapter, U, D, C,,
will meet Monday afternoon, iDecom-

ber 6th, at 4 o'clock with Miss Willje
Jones,

o measure the |

the spealker declared, i.~;'|

reduce the cotton acreage planted next
Year by S0 per cent, and Lhat the banks
should  disconrage lnancing of
this is not adhered to.”
The introduetion of the resolution fol-
lowed the address o la-Governor
Manning, who ursed the bankers Lo
tse their influence in urging the re-

Lhe
Crong whoere

duction of cotton acreage, The farm-
ers should be taught, Mr, Crosson satd
in discussing hig resolution that the
banks do not propose (o help those
whio do not lelp themselves, and that
the fivst measure of solf halp the
reduction of the cotton  acercige by
D, R Coker, also  recom-
mended a 50 per cent reduction in the
collon acreage,

The mecting which  was presided
over by . W, Fraser of Heaufore,
prosident of the South Caroling Bank-
ers' Assoclalion, was culled for the
specific purpose  of
ederal International

one-half,

discussing  the
Banking Com-
pany, now being organized under Lhe
Bdge ael.  This organization, J, Pope
Matthews, president of the Palmetto
National bank, pointed out, will be a
money making business.  There was,
he sald, no olement of speculation or
risk about it

The company, which had its formal
fenesis at New Orleans November 6,
proposes to  finance the

export of
Southern products, chiefly cotton,
therehy  opening

up  markets now
closed, serving the double purpose of
supplying  foreign buyers with the
needed raw material and the Southern
‘producers with the needed market for
their goods, ‘T'he extension  of long
time credit and the amelioration of de-
preciated exchange values would be
the chief methods employed by the
company in accomplighing
diate ai

its imme-
m of supply a marke for

——a

(Continued on Mage Iour,)



